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After loading our rented minivan with 6 suitcases, a set of golf clubs, 6 carryon backpacks and 6 
passengers, we were off to explore Savanna, GA for the day.  This was not really what the boys 
wanted to do at all.  The thought of going to sight see some historical spots was not their idea of a fun 
vacation.  But they indulged me, and off we went.  Not knowing if I would ever get back to the area, I 
thought it would be fun to explore a little bit.  Our first stop was to Chippewa square, named after a 
War of 1812 Battle and also where scenes from Forrest Gump were filmed.  You can sit on the bench 
with a box of chocolates and talk in a Forrest Gump accent with a random guy dressed like him if you 
want but we chose not to. Especially since some of the kids don’t even know what that movie is! The 
original bench is just a movie prop so it’s not really there.  Kind of creepy – I prefer it be Tom Hanks 
sitting there.  The most impressive part pf the square is a monument in the center of James Edward 
Ogelthorpe, the great soldier/philanthropist who founded Georgia.  Just off the square was our next 
stop, the birthplace of Juliette Gordon Low, creator of the Girl Scouts of USA.  The house is 200 
years old and we took a guided tour.  Even though Reece is in girls scouts, I really didn’t know 
anything about the history.  Surprisingly, the kids really seemed to enjoy the tour.  Reece was really 
taking it all in and we were all impressed that “Daisy” was such an amazing artist and sculptor.  She 
was feeling quite proud that she got to visit this landmark and immediately wanted me to send a 
picture to her troop leader.  There were GS troops all over the place.  At the end of the tour, you can 
do some interactive things in the Library and Reece wrote a little poem to leave behind, SO 
CUTE!  Morgan mostly played with the Scrabble game they had – none of my kids know what 
Scrabble is! Our third stop was to Leopold’s Ice Cream which serves famous homemade ice cream in 
an old parlor.  The line was out the door and down the street!  We braved it out though because I 
promised them after the history lesson we would get ice cream!  We all chose different flavors but 
agreed the chocolate was absolutely incredible!  Worth the wait!  From there, we hit our fourth and 
final stop, the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist.  I’ve heard it’s the most photographed landmark in 
Savannah and we understood why.  It really is breathtaking.  We felt like we were in massive 
cathedral in Europe.  For some reason the kids thought I was taking them to sit through a Mass so 
they were relieved that we were only there to take in the amazing beauty!  It’s a must-see if you’re in 
the area for sure! 
  
From there we hopped in the car to venture off to our main stay for vacay, Hilton Head, SC.  It’s about 
an hour drive from Savannah and traffic is heavy and slow in spots.  After going over the impressive 
big bridge over the Savannah river and crossing over into South Carolina, we decided to quiz the kids 
on how many states we had been in so far.  They got the correct answer, 4, but couldn’t say what 
they were!  They think cities are states – we aren’t going to be winning any geography bee’s anytime 
soon!  We should work on that-haven’t they learned anything from the Manchester Park 50 states 
parade!?  
  
We arrived in Hilton Head and went straight to Kroger to get snacks and drinks for our 
stay.  Apparently so did everyone else In HH.  I’ve never seen a grocery store so crazy busy and 
carts were full to the top.  The checker told us that it is like this every Saturday in the summer when 
people are renting houses for a week stay.  I was happy to get out of there!  We spent $188 on 
snacks, PB&J supplies, and drinks for the week.  When we arrived at the Marriott, it was also packed 
with people.  We had Reece and Morgan get out of the car before we pulled up to the valet area so 
they could hide in the lobby.  We are only supposed to have 4 people in our room so we are being 
sneaky here.  It reminded me so much of my family vacations when my dad had us hiding in the van 
so the hotel staff wouldn’t know we were cramming an entire family in one room!  Our room is a suite 
and has plenty of space for all of us!  The master has a king size bed, full bath and balcony.  The 
living room has a table & chairs and pull out couch that sleeps 2.  We brought air mattresses for the 2 
littles.  It’s actually a perfect set up – plenty big for Reece to do tumbling passes and the boys have 



already mastered a game involving a foam basketball.  The living room also has a balcony, we wish 
they overlooked the ocean, but they don’t – it’s the parking lot!  We got settled in a bit and set out for 
dinner at Marley’s Island Grille.  It’s a cute little place with good seafood and outdoor seating, music 
and games.  It had a game that reminded us of our stay in Grand Cayman a few years back.  When 
we got back from dinner we decided to check out the pool area and beach before it got too dark.  The 
beach is massive!  And the water is very warm.  Morgan would prefer cooler water but I think it’s 
great!  Jake already has his sights set on going back to Kroger to buy a boogie board and spending 
some time in those waves!  It’s been a long and busy day and I’ve only had a couple hours of sleep – 
we got up at 3:30a.m. to start our travel day!  Jake and Brian have plans to golf early in the morning 
so a good nights’ sleep is definitely in order! 
 
 

 
 


